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Pentaho Developer Edition* (DE)  
vs. Enterprise Edition (EE)

Overview

Feature Developer/Community Edition (DE/CE) Enterprise Edition (EE)
Target Audience Developers, small businesses, and open-source 

enthusiasts
Enterprises, regulated industries (BFSI, Healthcare, 
Government)

Support & Maintenance Community-driven, no formal support Enterprise support with SLAs

Security & Compliance Basic security, manual patches Enterprise-grade security, regular patches, and  
compliance readiness

Scalability Limited scalability Optimized for enterprise-scale deployments

User Experience Basic UI Enhanced UI and improved user experience

Core Features

Feature Developer/Community Edition (DE/CE) Enterprise Edition (EE)
Analytics & Reporting No built-in analytics module 

Legacy Desktop applications for Data Modeling
Fully integrated analytics for reporting and visualization 
Web-based UI for Data Modeling

Plugin Library Limited, community-driven plugins Extensive library with additional enterprise connectors

Data Governance & Compliance Manual tracking Built-in governance tools for regulated industries

Lifecycle Management Limited lifecycle management Project and configuration management for enterprise 
workflows

Pipeline Authoring Legacy Desktop Client Desktop Client and Web-based UI

Integration Patterns Only batch-mode ingestion In addition to batch-mode ingestion, support for 
	● Streaming Data
	● Log-based CDC

Observability Basic logging OTEL-based collection of logs, traces, and metrics. 
Customers can use integrated OpenObserve reporting 
or integrate with their own Observability tool (e.g., Splunk, 
DynaTrace)

Security & Compliance

Feature Developer/Community Edition (DE/CE) Enterprise Edition (EE)
Security Patches Community-driven updates Regular updates with formal security fixes

Audit Logging & Encryption Basic encryption, manual logging Automated encryption, role-based access control, audit 
logging

Authentication & Authorization Basic auth only Kerberos, Knox, LDAP, SAML, OAuth 2.0

Pentaho offers a Developer Edition (*Previously known as Community Edition) 
and an Enterprise Edition (EE), each catering to different user needs. Below is a 
detailed comparison to help businesses understand the advantages of migrating  
from DE/CE to EE.
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About Pentaho 
Trusted by over 70% of the Fortune 100, Pentaho’s end-to-end data intelligence platform enables the foundational and AI-grade data  
fitness that drives faster and more confident decision-making.

Deployment & Integration

Feature Developer/ Community Edition (DE/CE) Enterprise Edition (EE)
Deployment Options Manual setup Cloud-ready with Kubernetes & hybrid deployments

Integration Capabilities Requires custom scripts for integrations Native connectors for SAP, Oracle, IBM DB2, Mainframe, 
Bulk loaders for popular targets (e.g., RDBMSs, 
Snowflake, Databricks, Salesforce) ElasticSearch, GA4, 
MongoDB, BigData/Hadoop (e.g., BigQuery, Redshift, 
etc.), Streaming inputs (e.g., Kafka, MQTT, IBM MQ), 
Script Executors (R, Python)

Performance Optimization Limited optimization features Optimized execution with high-performance data  
processing with load balancing

Cost & ROI

Factor Developer/ Community Edition (DE/CE) Enterprise Edition (EE)
License Cost Free (Non-production use only) Requires enterprise licensing

Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) Higher due to manual maintenance and troubleshooting Mid to Large Enterprises save 50-70% with 
automation, security, and enterprise support

Support Costs No official support, reliant on forums Dedicated customer support with SLAs

Why Upgrade to Enterprise Edition (EE)?

Key Benefits of EE Over DE/CE:

● Enterprise Support: Formal customer support, faster issue resolution.

● Security & Compliance: Meets strict compliance standards (HIPAA, GDPR, etc.).

● Advanced Analytics: Built-in reporting and visualization tools.

● Scalability & Performance: Supports hybrid and cloud-native environments.

● Governance & Observability: Enhanced data governance, auditing, and automation.

● Extensive Plugin Library: Access to additional connectors and enterprise features.

Recommended for Whom?

Use Case Recommended Edition
Small projects, testing, learning Developer Edition (DE)

Enterprises needing compliance & security Enterprise Edition (EE)

Financial, healthcare, or government industries Enterprise Edition (EE)

Businesses needing analytics & reporting Enterprise Edition (EE)




